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Early  Birds 


NOT  A GAS  LINE  but  early  birds  seeking  tickets  to  shows  the  coining  season  at  the 
South  Shore  Musk  Circus  are  these  wise  purchasers  on  hand  as  the  boxoffke  opened 


the  past  Saturday  morning.  They  and  others  Eke  them  wil  soon  change  the  look  of  the 
empty  seats  above.  (Greg  Derr  photo) 


Cohasset  Penpals  Exchange  News 


“I  like  it  in  Cohasset.  Do  you 
like  it  in  Cohasset?” 

That  conversation  did  not 
take  place  in  Cohasset,  Mass. 
Actually,  it’s  part  of  an  ex- 
change between  two  8-year-old 
correspondents  — one  from 
Cohasset,  Mass.,  the  other  from 
Cohasset,  Minnesota. 

Mrs.  Marie  Price,  a second 
grade  teacher  at  the  Joseph  Os- 
good School,  was  attracted  by  a 
story  that  read,  “Zero  degrees 
is  a heat  wave  in  Cohasset 
(Minn.)”  Intrigued  by  the  char- 
acteristics of  another  town  with 
the  same  name,  Mrs.  Price 
shared  it  with  her  second  grade 
class.  The  kids  were  interested, 
too,  in  this  ‘other’  Cohasset, 
and  it  was  decided  they’d  write 


to  Minnesota.  The  real  excite- 
ment began  when  they  received 
answers  to  their  letters  from  the 
second  graders  at  Cohasset  Ele- 
mentary! 

The  Minnesota  boys  and  girls 
thought  it  was  great  to  hear 
from  second  graders  in  a second 
Cohasset.  Their  teacher.  Miss 
Dahlberg,  wrote  back  about 
their  town. 

“Cohasset,  Minn,  is  a small 
community  of  about  470  peo- 
ple. Many  live  in  rural  areas. 
People  farm,  work  for  M.P. 
& L.,  Blandin  Paper  Co.,  log 
wood  or  land  business  jobs  in 
Grand  Rapids  (nearby  city  of 
8,000).”  Thinking  their  own 
Cohasset  small,  Mrs.  Price’s 
class  tried  to  imagine  another 


Cohasset,  slightly  larger  in  po- 
pulation than  theirs. 

The  children’s  letters  — 
from  both  Cohassets  — are 
treasures.  They  are  spon- 
taneous, proud,  curious,  wise 
— full  of  all  that’s  important 
to  eight  year  olds.  They  talk 
about  their  favorite  things  — 
people,  pets  and  activities. 

The  Minnesota  Cohasset  has 
lots  of  farms,  lakes  and  long, 
snowy  winters.  "I  live  on  a lake 
and  there  are  lots  of  fish  . . . 
I live  on  a farm  and  we  have 
baby  rabbits  and  many  other 
animals  ...  1 have  some  cows, 
a horse  and  other  animals.” 

Two  writers  recall  the  same 
incident,  “I  live  on  a lake.  Sue 
Riley  got  stuck  in  our  lake  . . . 
My  lake  is  full  of  mud  and  once 
Sue  Riley  got  stuck  in  our 
lake.” 

Some  ride  mini-bikes,  go 
bob-sledding,  deliver  papers. 
Most  have  pets.  They  write  of 
losing  loved  ones  with  disarm- 
ing frankness.  “I  feel  sorry  for 
my  Grandma  because  she  died 
in  her  sleep  . . . We  used  to 
have  seven  cats  but  three  ran 
away  and  one  died  so  now  we 
only  have  three.”  They  acclaim 
their  teacher,  “My  teacher  is 
nice  to  kids  . . .1  love  my  teach- 
er!” 

Interests  and  concerns  among 
the  Massachusetts  kids  are  si- 
milar, “Are  you  learning  the 


time  tables?  We  are  ...  Is  your 
room  clean  or  messy?  My  room 
is  messy  ...  I like  to  swim  in 
the  Summer  . . . How  many 
friends  do  you  have?”  Meet  my 
teacher,  “My  teacher's  name  is 
Mrs.  Price.  Her  first  name  is 
Marie.  She  is  very  nice  to  the 
class.” 

One  boy  writes  about  Minot’s 
Light,  "1  have  a boat.  I have 
gone  to  an  island  in  the  harbor. 
I have  gone  to  the  lighthouse.  It 
blinks  at  night.  The  light  says, 
I love  you.”  And  on  many  an 
8-year-old’s  mind,  “In  Boston 
there’s  a game  called  baseball. 
Our  team  is  called  the  Red 
Sox." 

Mrs.  Price's  class  has  already 
had  experience  in  letter  writing. 
They  have  been  corresponding 
with  students  in  England.  That 
exchange  of  ideas  and  customs 
began  through  Mrs.  Price’s 
friendship  with  a former  stu- 
dent teacher,  Terry  England, 
who  works  there  now.  In  addi- 
tion to  being  a good,  creative 
writing  lesson  for  the  kids,  they 
have  gained  new  friends  and 
some  familiarity  with  English 
life  and  terminology.  They  de- 


light in  using  new  words  like 
plimpsoles  (sneakers),  buggie 
(bird),  potato  crisps  (potato 
chips),  and  rubber  (eraser). 

Many  letters  between  these 
new  Cohasset  friends  men- 
tioned visiting  each  other  and 
ended  this  way,  “1  enjoyed  your 
letter.  I would  like  to  be  your 
pen  pal."  Pen  pals  usually  live 
so  far  away  from  one  another 
that  it’s  unlikely  they’ll  ever 
meet.  That  fact  is  not  a concern 
to  these  kids  who  think  and 
write  in  the  realm  of  the  pos- 
sible. To  get  “up”  to  Minnesota 
or  "down”  to  Massachusetts 
for  Cohasset  pen  pals  is  a real, 
potential  journey. 

By  Karen  Bartow 


Stockbridge 


(continued  from  page  1) 

for  dismissal  and  that  such  dis- 
missal should  be  only  for  com- 
pelling reasons. 

“A  duly  processed  recom- 
mendation for  reappointment 
based  upon  a wholly  and  highly 
satisfactory  record,  as  in  the 
present  case,  cannot  be  reversed 
by  that  which  could  be  seen  as 
innuendo  carried  outside  of  the 
legitimate  process  of  evalua- 
tion,” the  statement  continued. 

“To  do  so  would  engender 
distrust  in  the  evaluation  pro- 
cess on  the  part  of  all  of  our 
teachers;  this  in  turn  would  un- 
dermine our  community  quest 
for  education  excellence.” 

The  statement  concluded  by 
enumerating  Stockbridge’s  ca- 
pababilities  — his  insistence  on 
proper  classroom  discipline,  tra- 
ditional manners,  and  respect 
for  the  rights  of  others  — as 
well  as  a strong  recommenda- 
tion for  reappointment. 

Committee  member  Walsh 
questioned  Superintendent’s 
John  Maloney’s  basis  for  his 
recommendation  to  rehire 
Stockbridge.  Maloney  respond- 
ed that  the  Committee  had  his 
previous  evaluation  in  writing, 
and  that  he  had  followed  the  ex- 


act standard  operating  proce- 
dure in  making  the  recommen- 
dation. 

England  noted,  as  a general 
purpose  to  the  statement,  that 
the  School  Committee  is  bound 
to  operate  under  different  laws 
when  reappointing  tenured  and 
untenured  teachers.  The  just 
cause  process  to  which  the  state- 
ment referred,  England  said, 
applied  to  the  reappointment  of 
tenured  teachers.  The  School 
Committee  does  have  the  right 
not  to  vote  for  an  untenured 
teacher  without  stating  a rea- 
son, he  said. 

The  30  residents,  teachers  and 
members  of  the  administration 
loudly  applauded  the  reappoint- 
ment of  Stockbridge. 


837-3500 


ZEPHYR 
BOAT  SALES 

SAILING  — FUEL  FREE  FUN 
Enjoy  Summer  breezes  in  a 
14’  PHANTOM 

3 A,  Cohasset 

m. __/  NexttoJJ’s  \ 

383-6888  \ 


IX  TOWLE 

ELECTRICAL  CO.,  INC 

166  King  Street.  Rte  3A 
Cohasset.  Massachusetts  02025 


On  the  Waterfront 
44  Jericho  Road 
Sc/tuata  Harbor1 
545-4700 


^ :$5.50 

Baked  Haddock  with  Seafood  Stuffing  in  Newburg  Sauce. 

Choice  of  potato,  vegetable  A salad  or  pasta  and  salad. 


"Fine  Italian  and  American 
Foods  at  Reasonable  Prices 


Open  Monday* 


